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OVERV I EW
False myth 1: growing political conservatism with age

False myth 2: only material self-interest motivates older voters

False myth 3: political conflict between young and old

Attention to
 Simplicist survey research
 Families as intergenerational forums of exchange
 Sub-optimal public policies due to path dependency
 Understanding what politicians think about population ageing
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“If a man is not a socialist by the time he is 20, he has no heart. If 
he is not a conservative by the time he is 40, he has no brain.”

The origins of this quote are uncertain. It is often falsely 
attributed to Winston Churchill.
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Year Party-list vote
Most conservative
party in Bundestag
2021
AfD 10.3 6.4 6.3 0.98

1953
CDU 43.3 45 47.1 1.05

Overall Young 
people
(18-24, 
21-29)

Older people
(60+)

Ratio

Representative marked ballots, 1953 
(w/o BY, RP)
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Source: Goerres 2008

POL I T I CA L  GENERAT IONS  AND THE CDU /C SU  VOTE IN  WEST  
GERMANY  
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Source: Goerres 2008

POL I T I CA L  GENERAT IONS  AND THE CDU /C SU  VOTE IN  WEST  
GERMANY  
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Source: Hagemann et al. 2024

GERMANY ‘ S TWO ‐D IMENS IONA L  POL I T I CA L  COMPET I T ION 2024
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Source: Busemeyer/Lober 2020

SUPPORT   FOR EDUCAT IONA L   S P END ING IN   EUROPE
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Source: Busemeyer/Lober 2020

SUPPORT   FOR EDUCAT IONA L   S P END ING IN   EUROPE
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Source: Vanhuysse/Medgydesi/Gál 2023

PUB L I C  AND PR I VAT E  TRANS F ER S ACROS S THE L I F E COURSE IN  
EUROPE
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NECE S SARY COND I T IONS FOR A  POL I T I CA L  C L EAVAGE

A political cleavage is a politicised line of conflict.

At least two delineated social groups.

Objective differences between groups in terms of material or
normative interests

Members of groups must be aware of these differences

Members of political elites must activate group consciousness
and mobilise group members into politics.
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Source: Goerres 2018

P ERCEP T IONS OF AGE CONF L I C T I N   EA S T  AND WEST  GERMANY
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Relative turnout
(old/young)

Age power

Japan 1.8 5.9
Germany 1.2 2.8

Mean 1.5 1.3

Source: Goerres et al. 2020: Global Political Demography Database

J A PAN  AND GERMANY ‘ S R E LA T I V E  TURNOUT RATE S AND AGE
POWER  MEASURE S



21

—
A

ch
im

 G
oe

rr
es

STSL

KW

MU ILTHCNDZ SGUY ISAU
KR BEPLGE CL NOSESK DKHKLTHULB USNLATDECZ FIESEEPTRU IE CHSIHR

GBLV
FR

JP

-2

-1

0

1

2
Ln

(re
lat

iv
e 

eld
er

ly 
po

w
er

)

0 20000 40000 60000 80000 100000
GDP per capita 2015 US$

J A PAN  AND GERMANY ‘ S LOGGED AGE POWER  MEASURE S IN  
COMPAR I SON



22

—
A

ch
im

 G
oe

rr
es



—
A

ch
im

 G
oe

rr
es

23

OVERV I EW
False myth 1: growing political conservatism with age

False myth 2: only material self-interest motivates older voters

False myth 3: political conflict between young and old

Attention to
 Simplicist survey research
 Families as intergenerational forums of exchange
 Sub-optimal public policies due to path dependency
 Understanding what politicians think about population ageing



24

—
A

ch
im

 G
oe

rr
es

REFERENCES

Busemeyer, Marius R./ Lober, Dominik (2020) Between Solidarity and Self-Interest: The Elderly and Support
for Public Education Revisited. Journal of Social Policy, 49(2):425-444.
Goerres, Achim (2008): The Grey Vote: Determinants of Older Voters’ Party Choice in Britain and West
Germany, Electoral Studies, 27 (2):285-304.
Goerres, Achim (2018): Alt gegen Jung? Die Wahrnehmung eines Alterskonflikts in Deutschland zwischen
1978 und 2010, in: Lebensbedingungen in Deutschland in der Längsschnittperspektive (VS Springer Verlag),
hrsg. durch Marco Gießelmann, Katrin Golsch, Henning Lohmann und Alexander Schmidt-Catran, 141-56
Goerres, Achim/ Vanhuysse Pieter eds. (2021): Global Political Demography: the Politics of Population
Change, London: Palgrave Macmillan, Open Access.
Goerres, Achim/ Vanhuysse, Pieter/ Elis, Jonas/ Krause, Sebastian (2021): Global Political Demography
Database, available at https://osf.io/xcvdh/
Hagemann, Daniel / Domansky, Henrik/ Marschall, Stefan/ Wurthmann, L. Constantin (2024) A Better Way
of Mapping Political Landscapes? Estimating Party Positions by Using Voting Advice Application Data, Paper
to be presented at the ECPR General Conference.
Vanhuysse, Pieter/ Márton, Medgyesi / Gál, Róbert I. (2023): Taxing Reproduction, the Full Transfer Cost of
Rearing Children in Europe, Royal Society Open Science, 10: 230758.


